
 

 

Economic Update from the Federal Reserve 

Presented by: Nathan Kauffman 

Program Description:  Omaha Branch Executive and Economist Nathan Kauffman will provide an 

update on regional economic conditions and monetary policy, as well as an overview of the Federal 

Reserve and the focus areas of the Omaha Branch. Ample time will be allotted for discussion, so 

come prepared with questions! 

In addition to learning about current economic conditions and monetary policy objectives, attendees 

will gain insight on the important role of Branch offices within the Federal Reserve System.  

Attendees will gain greater insights into the dual mandate of the Federal Reserve System as well as 

the Fed's five major areas.  Economic Research (monetary policy to help inform policymakers, 

research, and the public); Banking Oversight (promotes financial stability and consumer protection 

through the supervision and innovative financial market stress monitoring); Financial Services 

(maintaining enough cash for public demand and the role the Cleveland Fed handles revenue 

collections for the US Treasury); Community Development (through strategic partnerships, applied 

research, and technical assistance); Financial Education (forging relationships with civic and 

nonprofits to promote financial education). 

Nathan Kauffman is assistant vice president and Omaha 

Branch executive with the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas 

City. In this role, he serves as the Bank’s regional economist 

and representative in the state of Nebraska, recruits and 

works closely with the Branch’s board of directors, and is 

responsible for briefing the Kansas City Fed’s president – a 

member of the Federal Open Market Committee – on 

economic and business activity in the state. 

In addition, Nathan is the Kansas City Fed’s lead expert in 

agricultural economics. He oversees several Bank and 

Federal Reserve System efforts to track agricultural and rural 

economies, including the quarterly publication of the Tenth 

District Survey of Agricultural Credit Conditions and the 

Federal Reserve System’s Agricultural Finance Databook. He 

is also responsible for the Nebraska Economist, a quarterly 

publication providing insights into the Nebraska economy. 

Nathan’s current research focuses primarily on agricultural 

finance, commodity market analysis, and the rural economy. 

His additional research interests include international rural 

development and agricultural trade. 

Nathan joined the Federal Reserve in 2012 and served as an 

economist in the Regional Affairs Department at the Omaha 

Branch before being named Branch Executive in 2013. He 

received his Ph.D. in economics from Iowa State University. 

Prior to receiving his Ph.D., Nathan spent three years in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina coordinating agricultural economic 

development projects.  

Nathan lives in Omaha with his wife and four children. 


