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Where are you with ESG Investing?
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Sustainable responsible investing

Values Based

ESG

Impact
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What is ESG investing?
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Environmental (E)

• Greenhouse gas emissions
• Resource depletion
• Waste & pollution
• Raw material sourcing
• Alternative energy

• Product safety and integrity
• Human rights
• Working conditions
• Employee diversity
• Community impact

• Executive pay
• Board structure and diversity
• Political lobbying
• Bribery and corruption 
• Accounting transparency

Social (S) Corporate Governance (G)



UN Sustainable Development Goals 
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Risk & return characteristics

As long as the ESG factors are material to the bottom line, studies are 
supportive or neutral.
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Return Risk



How does ESG investing cause change?

Fund managers provide capital and are influential. 

Engagement & education are key.
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Interface: An ESG story

Science of Flooring: ROI
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https://youtu.be/wF2OBKmbt_Y


Challenges of ESG investments

Nobody is perfect, and corporate citizens are no exception.
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Getting Started
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Some ESG Investment Resources

• PRI - Principles for Responsible Investments

• US SIF – Sustainable Investment Forum

Non-profit organizations

• Morningstar Advisor ($$)

• Google: ESG funds

• Charles Schwab fund list online

• Talk to fund managers and follow them on LinkedIn or get newsletters

Mutual funds

• MSCI ($$)

• Sustainalytics ($$)

Stocks
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Incorporating ESG into the portfolio

Screen 
individual 
securities

Substitute 
ESG mutual 
funds

Substitute / 
add themed 
funds

Diversified 
ESG fund 
portfolio

Individual 
ESG 
securities 
portfolio

Remember: 
Fundamental + ESG
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Understand the intent of fund managers

Have calls with the fund managers to get a 
feel for their level of commitment.
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Challenges of ESG ratings

There are A LOT of factors being rolled into 
one or even a few numbers. 
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Bringing the investment to clients
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Ask prospects questions about priorities

• Philanthropic goals

• Next generation

• Carbon footprint

• Diversity

• How profit is earned

• etc.
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Ask if your current clients are interested

ESG is one of several criteria including  
return goals, risk tolerance, tax, and time 

horizon. 
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Talking about ESG investing

Focus on the business case when talking about the strategy.
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Tax considerations for existing clients

Weigh the desire to add ESG
investments with paying taxes on gains 

to do so.
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Benefits to ESG investing

People increasingly want to do well by 
doing good. That sentiment is unlikely to 

go away.
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Interface: An ESG story

Science of Flooring: Sustainability
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https://youtu.be/OJQh6XEyJOk


Action items

1. Make a list of clients and prospects

2. Start listening for clues and ask questions

3. Meet with peers that offer ESG strategies

4. Get to know the investment universe and fund managers
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Disclosure

Banking products and services offered through First National Bank of Omaha.  
Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

Investment Products Are: Not FDIC Insured · May Go Down in Value · Not a 
Deposit ·Not Guaranteed By the Bank · Not Insured By Any Federal Government 
Agency

This presentation does not constitute legal, tax, accounting or other professional 
advice. Although it is intended to be accurate, neither the publisher nor any 
other party assumes liability for loss or damage due to reliance on this material.
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