
 



2018 Wealth Management Speakers 
 
Sarah Newcomb - Senior Behavioral Scientist, Morningstar, Inc.  
Dr. Sarah Newcomb is a behavioral economist at Morningstar where she works to integrate findings from 
behavioral science into tools for individuals and financial advisors.  Ms. Newcomb’s research is devoted to 
finding simple, changeable factors in human psychology that affect financial decisions, and using these 
insights to develop innovative content and products that improve every day money management. Her work 
involving the human side of money has earned mentions in the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, 
Kiplinger, Bloomberg, and Time. She is a regular contributor to PsychologyToday.com, and the author of 
LOADED: Money, psychology, and how to get ahead without leaving your values behind. 
 

• What Drives Financial Health? Four small things that make a big difference 
Even the best financial plan is worthless in the hands of someone who can’t act on it, and often the real barriers to good money 
management are in our minds. This talk will outline four mental factors that contribute to financial behavior and teach you how 
to work with your clients to help them adopt the best possible financial mindset.  We will overview recent research from 
Morningstar’s Behavioral Science team and incorporate hands-on activities that you can use with your clients to help them 
along the path to excellent financial health from the inside out. 
 

• Money Messages: How our personal narratives shape our financial lives 
This session will discuss how the stories we tell ourselves about money shape our financial decisions. Participants will learn 
techniques for working with clients’ financial narratives in order to foster a healthier attitude toward money and break down 
barriers to good financial decisions. Meant for the advisor who wants to dig deeper with clients, this session will focus on how to 
identify core beliefs about money, and what to do when those beliefs interfere with good money management. 
 
 
Mary Beth Franklin, CFP® - Contributing Editor, Investment News 
Mary Beth Franklin, CFP® is a contributing editor at Investment News. As a nationally recognized expert in 
Social Security claiming strategies, she is also a frequent public speaker. With a background as a Capitol Hill 
reporter and a former retirement and tax editor at a national magazine, Mary Beth writes regularly about 
the latest research and thought leadership on retirement income planning, including her most recent book, 
“Maximizing Social Security Retirement Benefits.” 
 

• The New Tax Law's Impact on Retirees 
Although taxpayers many not be aware of the changing tax rules until they file their 2018 returns next year, financial advisers 
must be ready to advise clients on the shifting tax landscape before year end. New limits on state and local tax deductions and 
increased standard deductions mean many retirees will no longer itemize. Learn how retirees can still lower their tax bill and 
take steps to pre-empt future income-related Medicare premium surcharges. 
 

• How to Maximize Social Security Benefits Now 
This 50-minute breakout session will focus on Social Security claiming strategies available under current law for various client 
profiles including married couples, divorced and single individuals, and surviving spouses and ex-spouses. The presentation will 
include a question-and-answer period. 
 
 
Claire McHenry - Deputy Director-Securities Bureau, Nebraska Department of Banking and Finance  
Claire McHenry is the Deputy Director – Securities Bureau with the Nebraska Department of Banking and 
Finance. Ms. McHenry has thirteen years of state securities regulation experience and is an active member of 
the North American Securities Administrators Association (NASAA).  She earned her Bachelor of Science and 
Business Administration from Washington University in St. Louis and her Juris Doctorate from American 
University – Washington College of Law.  
 

• Senior$afe  
Nebraska’s senior population is large and growing, providing an increasing target for financial abusers through fraud, scams, and 
exploitation.  Because financial professionals have regular contact with clients, they are often in a unique position to identify red 



flags of exploitation and abuse and provide help for seniors at risk.  NDBF will share red flags associated with financial 
exploitation of seniors and provide information on how to report suspected cases of financial abuse.  DHHS Adult Protective 
Services will also be available to answer questions. 
 
 
Nolan P. Anderson - Research Analyst | Portfolio Manager, Weitz Investment Management  

Research analysts, Nolan Anderson spends his days digging out all the relevant facts that tell us which 
companies are promising opportunities – and which ones aren’t. Nolan is also a co-portfolio manager of 
the Core Plus Income Fund, Short Duration Income Fund, and Ultra Short Government Fund. Nolan joined 
Weitz in November 2011. He has found that the friendly atmosphere makes his job more fun and 
enjoyable. Previously, he performed financial modeling and due diligence on leveraged buyout 
transactions for Wells Fargo Bank in San Francisco. From 2004-2007 he worked as a commercial real 

estate research analyst for Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society in Omaha. He holds a bachelor’s degree in real estate 
and land use economics and a master’s in business administration from the University of Nebraska at Omaha. Nolan is an avid 
reader, focusing on history, psychology and behavioral economics. He also plays golf, and once spent four months traveling 
through 16 countries in Europe, the Middle East and Southeast Asia. 
 

• Be Aware of the Core Conundrum 
Now that we’re seemingly on the other side of the Fed’s Zero Interest Rate Policy (ZIRP), what does the intermediate-term fixed 
income landscape look like now, how does it compare historically, what may be the implications going forward, and how do I 
navigate this terrain for my clients? 
 
 
Alicia Jones - Nebraska SHIIP Director, Nebraska Department of Insurance  
Alicia Jones has been with the Nebraska SHIIP for 10 years, serving as Director for 8 years.  Through her work with the Nebraska 
SHIIP, Alicia works to educate people with Medicare, assisting seniors and individuals with disabilities to make informed 
decisions about health insurance. She has a degree from Nebraska Wesleyan University.  The Nebraska SHIIP offers free, 
unbiased and confidential Medicare education and counseling. 
 

• Medicare Basics 
Medicare is a complex and often confusing program made up of different parts, specific dates and varying rules depending on a 
person’s situation.  This presentation is designed to help better understand the basics of the program and how to navigate 
through the variety of options. 
 
Zachary S. Parker, MBA, CFP® - Vice President of Wealth Management & Product Strategy, Securities America    
Zach joined Securities America in January 2006. Zach is responsible for the firm’s Product Strategy 
Consulting team. This team provides advisors with general or client specific guidance on the universe of 
available products and Nextphase, Securities America’s income distribution planning process. Zach 
Developed practical income distribution tools used by a number Securities America’s advisors for over a 
decade and co-authored “Capturing the Income Distribution Opportunity” whitepaper. This analysis of 
income distribution strategies received the first Practitioner Thought Leadership Award from the 
Retirement Income Industry Association in 2011. Since writing this paper Zach has been involved in the 
development of many NextPhase™ Income Distribution Solutions which provides advisors with a turnkey income distribution 
process to attract and retain retiring clients. Zach also received a Judges Grant from the FPA “Financial Frontiers Awards” 
program for his Income-Harvesting Strategy: whitepaper. This paper was published in the August 2008 edition of the Journal of 
Financial Planning. Zach earned a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration with emphasis in Finance from the University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln and a Master’s in Business Administration from the University of Nebraska, Omaha. 
 

• Your Fiduciary Responsibility and the Income Distribution Process 
To successfully incorporate income distribution into your business model, you need a detailed process that lays out how you’ll 
engage with prospects and clients and encourage them to share their retirement plans and goals. More important, you’ll need 
to show how you’ll develop a unique plan that meets their individual needs. 
Zach Parker, Securities America’s vice president of wealth management and product strategy, covers strategies for conducting 
due diligence and documenting your income distribution recommendations.  He will also highlight importance of a fiduciary 



process focused on individual client needs and how they relate to four critical factors for building a successful income 
distribution plan. 
 
 
Rich Samuelson - Regional Sales Director, MassMutual 

Rich has spent the last 18 years in the Financial Services Industry and currently is a Regional Sales Director 
for Mass Mutual. He manages a territory that covers 12 states primarily in the Midwest and holds his CPCU 
and CLU designations.  Rich works with both contracted brokers as well as MassMutual Advisors on product 
training, sales techniques, and case designs to best position them to win every day!   His support team at 
home includes his wife Melissa, daughters Kinley- 9, Paige- 4 and Emma 10 months. When he’s not on the 
road or attending his kids’ sports activities you will find him hunting, fishing or boating as he is an avid 
outdoorsman that lives just outside of Omaha. Rich graduated from the University of Nebraska- Lincoln and 
a big fan of both Husker and Creighton athletics.   

 
• Leveraging Long Term Care Solutions in Retirement and Financial Planning  

This session will cover some of the key risks retirees of the future face and how Long Term Care fits into that picture. We will 
also discuss some of the different product types and consumer trends that are driving purchasing decisions.   
 
 
Erica Blake, CFA, CFP®, Portfolio Manager, First National Bank 

Erica was drawn to First National Bank’s positive reputation in the community and joined the bank in 2007. 
As a Portfolio Manager, she enjoys partnering with high net worth individuals to guide them toward realizing 
their financial goals. Erica chairs the ESG Investment Committee and oversees the Taxable Fixed Income and 
Colorado Municipal Bond Strategies. She promotes education of First National Bank’s investment strategies 
and outlooks through commentaries and presentations. 
 
• ESG Investing: Overview of the What, Why and How for Planners 
Attendees will learn the different approaches to investing with consideration of environmental, social and 

governance issues (ESG); how ESG investing can bring tangible value to shareholders; what planners should consider when 
incorporating ESG investing into their client’s portfolios. 
 
Click here for a link to one of Erica’s blog posts.  
 
Sean Hollingshead - VP Business Development, Orion Advisor Services, LLC 
Sean Hollingshead joined Orion Advisor Services in November 2017 as VP, Managed Accounts. He made 
the move from CLS Investments LLC where he was charged with launching Riskalyze's robo Autopilot on 
behalf of CLS and succeeded in getting it from zero to $250 million of AUM in short order. Hollingshead is a 
graduate of Brigham Young University, Marriott School of Management.  
 

• The Secret to Differentiating Your Practice: Tax-Efficient Portfolio Management 
As the financial services landscape becomes increasingly more complex and competitive, one way that advisors can stand apart 
is by generating tax alpha for their clients. By going beyond just providing justification for premium fees and showing a direct 
impact on investor performance, you can send a powerful message about the value your firm can offer. What’s more is that 
managing portfolios in a tax-efficient matter can be made even easier by building out the right tech stack. 
 

https://fpanebraska.starchapter.com/downloads/2018_WMC/esg_blog_print.pdf

